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the Trish and George team. Trish was dedicated
e no for an
Senator Roy Blunt (R-MO), Chairman, Subcommittee on the Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies, Senate Committee on Appropriations

Senator Patty Murray (DSenator Susan Collins (R-ME), Co-

they will be able to stop it in its
Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-

it should be
bipartisan, it should be non-partisan, and it should be all of America, all hands on deck, all out to find the cure!
Trish and George both they are insistent, they are persistent, and they are really a turbo team when it comes to
Former Senator Barbara Mikulski (D-MD)

national goal of 2025 if it weren't for George and Trish. We have greater resources devoted to preventing and
treating the disease and an u
Melody Barnes, former Director, White House Domestic Policy Council; Founding Member,

many do in a life-long career. A lot of people have created organizations. George and Trish have created a
nati
Elias Zerhouni, MD, President, Global R&D, Sanofi; former Director, National Institutes of Health

on many issues. Even among such leaders, George and Trish Vradenburg stand out for what they have

from skeptical policymakers to
n doing so, they have

exhausted caregivers to frustrated scientists

Diane Rehm, Host, On My Mind podcast; former Host/Executive Producer, The Diane Rehm Show (NPR); Member,
WomenAgainstAlzh

NO ONE is better positioned to make history than you, and I want to be right there when

ve been easy and fair for George and Trish to rest on their laurels and enjoy a leisurely retirement.
But instead, they have invested their time, energy and resources to building the global movement that is
ir checkbooks to business-as-usual undertakings, George and
Trish set out to shake up Congress, the research community, the biopharmaceutical sector and investors to
ratchet up the commitment of each to this cause. This innovative, disruptive strategy has focused on a half-dozen
major impediments to developing and delivering diseaseHusseini K. Manji, MD, Global Therapeutic Area Head, Neuroscience, Janssen Research & Development

nary who realizes that the complexity of the grand challenges confronting humanity can only be
addressed efficiently through alliance-building. For this reason, we at the Academy regard George as a role model
for budding philanthropists. He uses his resources not for selfdeserved. You two have done so much for

-out to push for a cure. You two [George and Trish]
Mary Woolley, President, Research!America

-inspiring talk you gave at BrainHealth. I know every person in that room will connect to
. I so appreciate your charismatic appeal to light the
Sandra Bond Chapman, PhD, Chief Director, Center for BrainHealth; Dee Wyly Distinguished University Professor,
University of Texas at Dallas

-form advocacy, one that changes the conversation in
founded, NIH

major impediments to developing treatments for patients and delivering them as quickly as possible. Their
accomplishments to this end are too many to name. Despite that progress, they are unwilling to rest on their

may not peris
others afflicted with this disease

and the lives of millions of

Greg O'Brien, living with early-

have seen more
accomplished in the years since its founding than the 20+ years prior. George is one of the best conveners of
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POLICY LEADERS
not do everything in our power [to end Alzheimer's]? Then along came Trish and George Vradenburg, human
catalysts, to bring everybody together. They are relentless, they
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Minority Leader, U.S. House of Representatives

that experience that drove Trish
Senator Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV)

organizing, fundraising, advocating. This is a woman
Senator Debbie Stabenow (D-

deeply about,

Senator Mark Warner (D-VA), Co-Chair, Congressional Task Force on Alzheim

a responsibility to ra
Senator Kristen Gillibrand (D-

ct on me, on so many of my colleagues. She has just by her force of nature in some
sense
Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH), Member, Congressional Task Force on

innovation in Alzheime
Senator Roger Wicker (R-MS), Chair, Senate Committee on Commerce, Science & Transportation, at Senate

Congress to do the right thing and to commit meaningful resources to
disease on the Appropriations Committee. I pledge to continue the fight in
Senator Tom Udall (D-NM), Member, Senate Committee on Appropriations

Senator Ben Cardin (D-MD)

Congressman Steny Hoyer (D-MD); House Democratic Whip

greatly appreciate that. Thank you very much for your leadership and for your extraordinarily crisp and incisive
testimony with very concrete re
Congressman Chris Smith (R-NJ), Co-

George and Trish and their many col
Congresswoman Barbara Comstock (R-

re going
Congresswoman Debbie Dingell (D-MI)

Congresswoman Doris Matsui (D-CA)

radenburg singleFormer Congressman Jim Moran (D-VA)

HEALTH & SCIENCE LEADERS
disease and the suffering it causes.
Richard J. Hodes, MD, Director, National Institute on Aging, National Institutes of Health

ish for several years, particularly in my role as Project
Director of the Antithe first of its kind
prevention trial in clinically normal older individuals. Our greatest challenge in realizing the promise presented by
the public-private partnership in A4 is recruitment, as we need to screen over 10,000 older individuals to find
the 1000 participants for the A4 study. George and Trish Vradenburg have worked tirelessly to aid us in getting
the
Reisa A. Sperling, MD, MMSc, Professor of Neurology, Harvard Medical School; Principal Investigator, Harvard Aging
Brain Study, Massachusetts General Hospital; F

brought to your membership of the World Dementia Council, working collaboratively across the globe to tackle
dementia. Your efforts have helped raise the profile of dementia; we are now closer to a disease-modifying
Rt. Hon. Jeremy Hunt MP, Secretary of State for Health, UK Department of Health

therapy developme
because they saw a void that needed to be filled. This advocacy has yielded a substantial infusion of new funding

Professor of Radiology,
Medicine, Psychiatry, and Neurology, Univ. of California, San Francisco

what a dynamic duet!! Ed [Senator Ed Markey; D-MA] and I are so
very proud of you and your important contributions
Susan Blumenthal, MD, MPA, former US Assistant Surgeon General; Rear Admiral, US Public Health Svc. (Ret.)

They are remarkable
Christopher P. Austin, MD, Director, National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences, NIH

BUSINESS/INDUSTRY LEADERS
key policy issues in this area. The role of the patient voice in decisionincredibly important. Equally, your work with agencies and advisory bodies remains paramount to encouraging
David A. Ricks, President and CEO, Eli Lilly and Company

Initiative on
the agenda among heads of state of G7, your work and dedication has motivated so many and fostered a spirit of
Severin Schwan, CEO, Roche Holding AG

and the emotional toll is immeasurable.
ies
involved are working together to harness the efforts of governments, nongovernmental agencies and research
Andy Sieg, Head of Global Wealth and Retirement Solutions, Bank of America Merrill Lynch; Member, Global CEO

Molly Ryan, Senior Director, Government Affairs and Advocacy, Otsuka America Pharmaceutical Inc.

failure of the latest trial, I did not realize the power of patient advocacy. It was a clarifying moment for me.
Powered by our collective hope and your authentic passion, and sustained collaborative efforts, I am confident
Surya Kolluri, Managing Director, Policy and Planning, Bank of America Merrill Lynch Global Wealth and Retirement

ADVOCACY LEADERS
r smile, her fire. I think of all the people who followed her
for this disease, and every single person that continues in this space will continue in her name, and her spirit will
Maria Shriver, journalist and author

Jean Smart, actress

to the podium with her boxing gloves(!), inspiring ALL the audience to continue working but even more, fighting

s coshments as a playwright, author, comedy

Mimi Low-Young, CEO, Alzheimer Society of Canada

d Trish have done for Alzheimer's is absolutely inspiring. Your faith that a cure can be
Victoria P. Sant, CEO, The Summit Foundation

heartening and inspiring when leaders like George and Trish Vradenburg focus not only their political and
business acumen but also dedicate their philanthropy and themselves fullase participation

Trish also recognize that, in order to bring this disease out of the shadows, we must include persons with
energy can be felt across countless efforts in many countries

today. Thank you for modeling true championship.

-do ratio and you

Olivia Mastry, JD, MPH, Founder, Collective Action Lab; Foun

tikkun olam [repairing the world] unlike any of the tens of thousands of
humanity,
determination, and effectiveness. With George and Trish, dementia advocacy is more than telling their own story,
completely immersed themselves in learning the science that they are able to work arm-in-arm with leading
researchers to conceive and design a global standing clinical trials platform, develop and prioritize milestones to
the national goal of an effective means of treatment and prevention by 2025, and work collaboratively with the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration and foreign agencies to accelerate international regulatory alignment as one

In addition to advocacy for research, George and Trish keep front of mind the needs and aspirations of people
already facing dement
Ian Kremer, Executive Director, LEAD (Leaders Engaged on Alz

education, awareness and the dramatic need for substantially curative funding in the U.S. and around the world
as soon as is possible: simply st
Sandy Halperin, living with early-

(genetic form) is extremely cruel as it robs the younger people of a life, but with people like yourself pushing an
Philip Choban, caregiver to his wife Carmen with early-

ON OUR CO-

PLAY SURVIVING GRACE

disease. I am so proud to be part of the cast of Trish Vradenburg's play, Surviving Grace. I believe it will open
people's
Diane Rehm, Host, On My Mind podcast; former Host/Executive Producer, The Diane Rehm Show (NPR); Member,

involved in the Los Angeles production of Surviving Grace, which shows us we can have these difficult
conversations without losing our sense o
Carol Burnett, actress

caregivers. We need to do all that we can to amplify the voices of those impacted by Alzheimer's, which is why
I'm honored to be a part of Surviving Grace
Marilu Henner, actress

-ready
platform will increase our prospects of finding important biomarkers, or discovering effective treatments for
-off efforts that fail to enhance
our ability to accelerate learning and human testing and really mover the
Janet Woodcock, MD, Director, Center for Drug Evaluation and Research, U.S. Food and Drug Administration

speed drugs to patients. We look forward to our continued work with GAP and the Innovative Medicines Initiative

private research institutions, as well as industry partners, together to build awareness of the importance of these
Gary Tong, MD, PhD, US Therapeutic Area Head, Dementia, Lundbeck

present symptoms of this debilitating disease about seven years earlier than non-Latinos. We look forward to
Brent Wilkes, Executive Director, League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC); Member,

e National

Dr. Yanira Cru

minority participation in all clinical trials especially those that involve Alzheimer's disease research. Partners like
community and to forge the relationships needed to make Alzheimer's disease
Neelum Aggarwal, MD, Associate Professor of Neurology, Rush Alzheimer's Disease Center; Founding Member,

terrific radio interviews about A4 and the importance of African Americans participating in A4
and other AD clinical trials. Stephanie was absolutely amazing extremely articulate and compelling! She did a
great job in mentioning AfricanAmericansAgainstAlzheimer's efforts, so hopefully was a win-

ON
I was so impressed with the program, the speeches, and the tenor of the event. There is
such hope for a meaningful path forward. It is nice to see so many people come together for this important
issue.
Charlotte Safos, Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, AnthroTronix, Inc.

of VeteransAgainstAlzheimer network and the successful Summit.
Weiming Xia, PhD, Research Associate Professor, Pharmacology & Experimental Therapeutics; Acting Assoc. Director
of Research, Bedford Geriatric Research Education, Clinical Center, Bedford VA Medical Center

Awesome publicity [in Stars & Stripes]! Will make sure it spreads through our research, VA, DoD and University
syste
Rachel B. Ramoni, DMD, ScD, Chief Research and Development Officer, US Department of Veterans Affairs

leveraging between what the VA an
David X. Cifu, MD, Herman J. Flax, MD Professor & Chairman, Dept. of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation, Virginia
Commonwealth Univ. School of Medicine; Senior TBI Specialist, US Department of Veterans Affairs

like
this, where women and men are energized to tackle this, where they have the openness to think about sex differences
makes me extre

— The

2016 Caregiver-Friendly Award,
magazine
provides guidance and structure for support groups using our award-winning Seasons of

the moral imperative of finding a cure, which is found in the sacred writings of all traditions. A central message
fferent faith communities, we are united in our belief

vers and those with dementia and to be a voice crying in the
wilderness to bring about change. We are pushing for a better quality of life for people with dementia and
Rev. Bobby Fields, Pastor; Program Coordinator, Alzhei

& TRISH VRADENBURG OUT OF THE SHADOWS DINNER
-inspiring Summit such that few left without embracing their personal and pivotal role in the
fight against Alzheimer's. Your collaborative openness is rare and wonderfully contagious. It was impressive how
the audience hung on every word, stayed with each and every panel, speaker, video, and event on the edge of
their chair instilling possibilities of strong advocacy with meat on the bones of the impactful and reachable next
steps. It was an honor to play a small role and to be stretched to imagine how together we really can make the
impossible reality in expanding our brain health span and solving Alzheimer's especially for women, minorities
and veterans. It was magnificent
Sandra Bond Chapman, PhD, Chief Director, Center for BrainHealth; Dee Wyly Distinguished University Professor,
University of Texas at Dallas

depth, organization, intensity and topics. The format was exceptionally creative and conducive to discussion. I
was specially moved by the award ceremony and the inspiring words by the participants. Look forward to a
Eliezer Masliah, MD, Director, Div. of Neurosciences, National Institute on Aging, National Institutes of Health

I was so impressed with the program, the speeches, and the tenor of the event. There is
such hope for a meaningful path forward. It is nice to see so many people come together for this important
issue.
Charlotte Safos, Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, AnthroTronix, Inc.

ation for inviting us to participate in the
National Alzheimer's Summit and associated events. The Summit was top flight, including the selection of
faculty and panelists, topics covered, accommodations, organization, etc. I attend many conferences, but in
terms of quality realized and content covered in a one-day event, this is the best I have experienced. We look
Daniel C. Potts, MD, FAAN, Attending Neurologist, Tuscaloosa VA Medical Center; Founder and President, Cognitive
Dynamics Foundation; Medical Director, Dementia Dynamics, LLC

It was wonderful to
Directors] as we have been on their Network webinars and understand how important it is to engage minority
community stakeholders in all aspects of this effort! The panels and discussions were very thought-provoking;

Jackie Pinkowitz, MEd, Board Chair; Karen Love, Executive Director, Dementia Action Alliance

how wonderful the week was. The panels were very good, and USA2 has certainly succeeded
in assembling an A list of Alzheimer's pioneers. I left feeling very confident that the road to a cure has been
Deborah Kan, Being Patient

Tyler Vradenburg, 2017 award presenter, Trish Vradenburg Out of the Shadows Dinner; son of
Co-Founders George and Trish Vradenburg

Alissa Vradenburg, 2017 award presenter, Trish Vradenburg Out of the Shadows Dinner; daughter of
-Founders George and Trish Vradenburg

very pleased with what was said. I'm happy you are
involving your audience in the event. I look forward to the next talk. Thank you and you colleagues for doing this.
r

I know some who may

I found the

discussion. As a nurse and a daughter whose father
community. I hope to help whatever way I can stomp out this

keep up since it is easy to miss some of

