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A movement
to defeat
Alzheimer’s
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GET INSPIRED. TAKE ACTION.
FORGE THE POLITICAL WILL
TO END ALZHEIMER’S.

For more information email
stopalz@usagainstalzheimers.org
or call 202.349.3803

WHAT IS THE
ALZHEIMER’S PARTY?

ADVOCATES AND ELECTED OFFICIALS WORKING TOWARDS A CURE.
Accelerate prevention and treatments by:

5.4 Million people
A R E C U R R E N T LY L I V I N G W I T H

Alzheimer’s and Dementia

• Increasing the volume and velocity of new therapies to market
• C
 hanging the global policy environment to build systems for and remove barriers to innovative
treatments
• A
 ssuring that Alzheimer’s solutions are available to all persons at risk for Alzheimer’s or who are living
with the disease

Increase resources committed to stopping Alzheimer’s by:
• Advocating for policies to ease caregiver burdens
• Driving innovative financing models to tap greater philanthropic and private investment

Alzheimer’s

is the 3rd leading cause of death
among adults that has NO Prevention
and NO Cure.

• Strengthening incentives to drive investment in prevention and cures

Alzheimer’s

Encourage interventions that ease the caregiving burden:

costs the nation

• E
 ngaging communities to be more alert, responsive and caring to those
with cognitive or functional impairments
• Advocating for fair reimbursement for caregiver interventions
• C
 ausing industry and researchers to develop better tools to utilize
patient data to accelerate research

15 Million
Americans

are serving as
unpaid
caregivers

$236 BILLION
DOLLARS A YEAR

A third party the Dems and GOP can get behind:
Alzheimer’s Party | Opinion By Trish Vradenburg
March 17, 2016 — My role in life has been to cancel my husband’s vote. George grew up in Colorado – God’s country as he calls it –
where being a Republican is served with mother’s milk. I, on the other hand, was raised in New Jersey, the Garden State, populated
with people who, after hearing both sides of every argument, chose to be Democrats.
And then we met each other and, well, somehow in the heat of passion I forgot to ask about party affiliation. Not that it would have
been a deal breaker since I assumed that once we married I could break George’s silly habit of voting with the elephants. Wrong,
wrong, wrong.
This was particularly mystifying since we generally share the same values.
But then we found our true purpose in life. In 2010 we started UsAgainstAlzheimer’s, a nonprofit devoted to stopping the
progression of Alzheimer’s by 2020. This is what our goal is and we are making progress. And, happily, that goal has solved our split
party problem as well.
Now we are neither Democrats nor Republicans. Now we are The Alzheimer’s Party. Just as this disease is equal opportunity: Ds or
Rs; rich or poor; male or female, African-American, Latino or white — we all are at risk.
So now I have to look at current and former presidential candidates with my Alzheimer’s tinted glasses. Who has Alzheimer’s in his
or her family?
•
•
•
•

Ben Carson: his mom
Ted Cruz: his grandmother
Donald Trump: his father
Marco Rubio: his aunt

•
•
•

Jeb Bush: his mother-in-law
Carly Fiorina: her grandfather and father
Rick Santorum: his father-in-law

So Alzheimer’s is pretty well represented in the would-be presidential candidates group, at least by Republicans. That’s a hopeful
sign because once you have seen Alzheimer’s up close and personal — once you have watched a loved one disappear into the
unforgiving chasm of the disease — you will fight to find a cure.
But I am reminded of the old advertisement, “You don’t have to be Jewish to love Levy’s Rye Bread.” And you don’t have to have
Alzheimer’s in your family to know that Alzheimer’s can take down a family and a country’s economy.
That is what can happen if we don’t invest in research to stop this unforgiving disease.
Most of the candidates agree we need a cure. Carson has said we need to devote more resources to it; Rubio envisions a Manhattan
Project to address Alzheimer’s; Trump said it would be a top priority; and Cruz recently said that spending on research and
development should dramatically increase, though he did not specify how much.
When asked about Alzheimer’s, Bernie Sanders generalizes that all diseases need more research.
Of all the candidates, Hillary Clinton is the only one who has addressed Alzheimer’s with a concrete plan. The Alzheimer’s Party loves
her strategy.
Hillary Clinton’s plan:
•
Invest $2 billion per year in research for Alzheimer’s and related disorders.
•
Coordinate with leading researchers to ensure progress toward the treatment goal.
•
Alleviate the burden on families by covering Alzheimer’s care-planning services and protecting loved ones who wander from
home.
As she has said, “If we’re the kind of nation that cares for its citizens and supports families, respects our elders, and takes care of
our neighbors, then we’ve got work to do. And we need to do better when it comes to diseases like Alzheimer’s.”
I can see 15 million sure votes here — and that’s just from caregivers of the 5.4 million Alzheimer’s sufferers.
But it’s still early. Other candidates can also announce a plan to stop Alzheimer’s. I eagerly invite them to do just that. Consider this:
right now Alzheimer’s costs the U.S. over $200 billion a year and, yet, we’re spending less than $1 billion on research. Crazy, no?
If you think research is expensive, try disease.

This article was originally printed in The Star Ledger
and Daily News.

